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READING  20 points 

TASK 1.  One answer – 2 points For questions 1-10 put the following parts of the 

text in the correct order to recreate the text.  
 

 

“Zero-Waste” grocery stores 

By Ian Wright  

The News 
A. The concept began in Europe more than a decade ago, and has since spread 

globally. There are now zero waste supermarkets from Brooklyn to Sicily to 

Malaysia to South Africa. 

Consumers are increasingly conscious of the toll of plastic on the environment, 

says Raphaël De Ry, the founder of Edgar, another zero-waste market in Hong 

Kong. 

 

B. Plastic fibers are now even contaminating our tap water. And it has become 

much more difficult to recycle packaging since 2018, when China, which once 

took in about half the world’s recyclable goods, stopped accepting many waste 

shipments. 

That’s why I was so interested to stumble upon a new supermarket in my 

neighborhood. It’s called Live Zero, and it looks more like a wholesaler than a 

traditional grocery store.  

 

C. AT my local supermarket here in Hong Kong, plastic is king. Avocados and 

oranges are individually swaddled in plastic wrap. Apples come in hard plastic 

clamshells.  

 

D. There’s not a shred of plastic wrap in sight. 

Live Zero is part of a growing movement of “zero-waste” supermarkets that aim to 

end packaging waste by doing away with packaging altogether.  

 

E. Bananas, despite having their own perfectly good natural packaging, are 

sometimes sold on foam trays.  

Packaging waste is a problem worldwide. In the United States, packaging, much of 

it from food products, makes up nearly a quarter of landfill waste. As we’re 

increasingly aware, tons of plastic winds up in our oceans each year, choking sea 

life and creating vast islands of trash in once-pristine places.  
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F. It also has a whole wall of reusable food containers and utensils—metal 

drinking straws, shopping bags upcycled from old flour sacks, reusable beeswax-

coated food wrap. 

There’s also an increasing call for legislative solutions to the packaging waste 

problem. The European Parliament has approved a ban on single-use plastics in the 

EU, which means no plastic cutlery, straws, stirrer sticks and the like. The ban 

should take effect in 2021.  

 

G. Still, De Ry thinks zero waste will continue to grow. He envisions cities like 

Hong Kong having small zero-waste shops within housing complexes, perhaps run 

as co-ops by residents or building management.  

Worldwide, De Ry believes, the zero-waste and bulk movement has a great future 

ahead. Shops, concepts, associations are popping up everywhere, and awareness is 

growing. 

 

H. Zero-waste stores satisfy a growing desire to do something with this new 

awareness, De Ry says, showing me around one of Edgar’s two locations, in Hong 

Kong’s hip Star Street neighborhood. In addition to bulk bins of chocolate, oats 

and dried fruit, the store stocks package-free personal care items like solid 

shampoo bars.  

 

I. Goods are stored in clear self-service bins or dispensers, to be poured into 

containers you bring from home. You can buy all sorts of staples by weight, from 

raisins to flour to olive oil to shampoo, taking only as much as you need.  

 

J. California bans single-use plastic bags at large retail stores, and a number of 

American municipalities have plastic bag bans or fees. (Unfortunately, some states 

are going in the exact opposite direction, enacting “ban the ban” laws that forbid 

cities from passing anti-plastic bag laws). Many stores already take matters into 

their own hands, charging a fee for plastic bags, or offering a discount for bringing 

your own bag or coffee cup. 

 

TASK 2. 25 points 
 

Write a brief summary of the text in your own words (150 - 180 words). Please, 

name the title, the author, the source, main events, some examples and express 

your opinion on the issue. Quoting of the text (4 or more words used together) is 

not allowed. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK 3. 10 points 

A. Read the text and fill the gaps with the missing idioms. Each idiom should be 

used only once. Make the necessary changes to the idioms if needed. There 

are five extra idioms. Transfer your answers into the answer sheet. Each 

correct answer earns you 1 point. 

 

in over one’s 

head  

take a rain 

check 

cut corners cut ice round the 

corner 

up in arms blow it keep a level 

head 

like hot cake palm off 

 

A scene from the movie 

 

-Did you call Dr. Bleeb? 

-No, it slipped my mind.  

- It slipped your mind? Alfred, this is urgent. I’ve only got two more days to get 

back to Paris in 1867. If I don’t make it, I may never see Betsy again. This is my 

last chance. Please, don’t 1.________________for me! 

- Bernie, I don’t know if I can help you. I’m doing my best but I think I’m 

2.___________________ this time. Time travel is too complicated, too 

unpredictable. I’m out of my depth here, really. If hundreds of brilliant scientists 

haven’t been able to do it before now, I probably won’t either. I’m just not sure it’s 

possible. 

- But you said the success was just 3.___________________. You said that any 

day there would be a breakthrough. We’ve got the technology; someone just has to 

get lucky. Alfred, think of what this could do for you personally. They’d probably 

hand you the Nobel Prize. And besides, Betsy’s life depends on it. You have to 

take the plunge.  

-Look, Bernie? You’ve got to calm down. Odds are, there is no way to get there 

from here. But you’ve got to believe I am trying. I can’t 4.________________there 

are certain steps I have to follow every time I try to reconfigure the neutrons, and it 

takes time. 

- I’m sorry Alfred, you’re right. I’ve got to 5.__________________. I know it’s 

not easy. If you can’t do it, nobody can. It’s just so many things are at stake here. 
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B. In the text above, find idioms idioms that match the definitions provided below. 

Each correct answer earns you 1 point. 

 

Definition  Idiom 

1. do something especially after a 

period of hesitation or 

uncertainty 

 

2. in jeopardy  

3. not to be remembered  

4. beyond the limits of capabilities  

5. be successful   

 

 

TASK 4. CREATIVE WRITING  

 

Write a short story (at least 280 words), starting:  

 

Я внезапно превратился в книгу, лежащую на … 

 

 The story must include: 

1. the given beginning, chain of events and an ending 

2. at least 2 characters 

3. a detailed description 

4. a dialogue: direct speech 

5.       passive and perfect tenses 

 
 

 



Вариант1 Cultural behavior 

1.   I 
2.  E 
3.  A 
4.  F 
5.  B 
6.  D 
7.  G 
8.  J 
9.  H 
10.  C 

 

Вариант 1 

1.  stars in my eyes 
2.  like a million 

bucks 
3.  ten feet tall 
4.  know where I 

stand 
5.  promise the moon 

 

 

Definition  Idiom 
text or write someone 
 

get in touch 

forget someone or something get smth off one’s/my 
mind 

infatuated with someone or something head over hills 
excuses or doubts ifs, ands, or buts 
a period of rest from a difficult activity that allows you 
to get your energy back or try a different solution 

breathing room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/period_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/difficult
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/activity
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/allow
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/energy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/try_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/different
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/solution


Вариант 2 Bananas in danger 

1.   E 
2.  C 
3.  F 
4.  B 
5.  J 
6.  D 
7.  H 
8.  A 
9.  G 
10.  I 

 

Вариант 2 

 

1.  head over hills 
2.  put me on a 

pedestal 
3.  laying it on thick 
4.  breathing room 
5.  with no strings 

attached 
 

 

Definition  Idiom 
to finally do something important, difficult, 
or dangerous after thinking about it 
 

make a plunge  

to have a lot of fun have a blast 
to call someone give me/someone a ring  
to avoid seeming stupid or feeling embarrassed save his / one’s face 
for free 
 

on the house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/finally
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/important
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/difficult
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/dangerous
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/thinking_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/avoid
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/stupid_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/feeling_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/embarrassed


Вариант 3 Life on Mars 

1.  D 
2.   B 
3.  J 
4.  F 
5.  H 
6.  A 
7.  E 
8.  I 
9.  C 
10.  G 

 

Вариант 3 

 

1.  keeping up with the 
Joneses 

2.  right at your feet 
3.  beneath you 
4.  treat you like royalty 
5.  caught my eye 

 

Definition  Idiom 
for free  on the house 
being happy and proud of oneself (Feel) ten feet tall 
to have a really good time paint the town red 
being or belonging to the highest or 
most expensive class 

top-of-the-line 

looking fancy and attractive  dressed to kill 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Вариант 4.  A biography of Kilian Jornet 

 

1.   B 
2.  H 
3.  C 
4.  J 
5.  F 
6.  D 
7.  G 
8.  E 
9.  I 
10.  A 

 

Вариант 4 

 

1.  high and low 
2.  an arm and a leg 
3.  cough up 
4.  stretched too thin 
5.  take me to the cleaners 

 

 

 

Definition  Idiom 
A very small amount of money  for a song 
making a profit, profitable in the black 
to spend money only on what one can afford  within my/one’s means 
to persist tenaciously hang on 
to exist in large amounts, to be easy to get grow on trees 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Вариант5 “Zero-Waste” grocery stores 

1.   C 
2.  E 
3.  B 
4.  I 
5.  D 
6.  A 
7.  H 
8.  F 
9.  J 
10.  G 

 

Вариант 5 
 
 

1.  blow it 
2.  in over one’s head 
3.  round the corner 
4.  cut corners 
5.  keep a level head 

 

Definition  Idiom 
do something especially after a period 
of hesitation or uncertainty 

take the plunge 

in jeopardy at stake 
not to be remembered slipped your/someone’s mind 
beyond the limits of capabilities out of my depth 
be successful  make it 
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Максимальное количество баллов – 100. 

 
Задание 1. ПЕРЕПУТАННЫЕ ПАРАГРАФЫ  
10 баллов - 1 параграф – 1 балл  
КЛЮЧИ 
 
Задание 2. 25 БАЛЛОВ Написать summary текста 
Повторение 4 и более слов из предложенного текста является плагиатом, работа снимается  

Содержание  Максимум  
8 баллов 

• Выполнение требований, сформулированных в задании 
Указанное количество слов (150-180 слов) 1 – ПРОВЕРЯЕМ  
Указан автор текста – 1 балл 
Указано название текста – 1 балл  
Указан источник текста – 1 балл 
Описаны главные события – 2 балла 
Приведен пример из текста – 1 балл 
Высказано собственное мнение –2 балла 

Максимальный 
балл 

8 

Языковая грамотность 
Максимум  
17 баллов 

• Грамматика  
Правильно употребляет необходимые для решения коммуникативной задачи 
грамматические формы и конструкции. Правильно строит простые и 
сложные предложения.  
(1 ошибка – минус 1 балл) 

Максимальный 
балл 

7 

• Лексика 
Владеет лексическим запасом, позволяющим высказаться по предложенной 
теме, обеспечивающим точное выражение мысли и отсутствие 
неоправданных повторов. Употребляет слова в их точном лексическом 
значении. Владеет различными средствами логической связи. 
(1 ошибка – минус 1 балл) 

Максимальный 
балл 
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• Орфография 
Владеет орфографией и основными правилами пунктуации. 
(1 ошибка – минус 1 балл) 

Максимальный 
балл 
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Задание 3 ключи  
10 баллов – 1 ответ – 1 балл 
 
Задание 4. Написание истории – 45 баллов  

Содержание  Максимум  
24 балла 
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• Адекватно использована предложенная завязка – 2 балла  
• Есть череда событий – 1 балла 
• Есть развязка – 1 балла 
• Введено не менее 2х героев – 1 балл 
• Есть диалог в прямой речи – 1 балл 
• Есть подробное описание любого рода (внешности, обстановки, 

природы и т.д.) -2 балла 
• Есть перфект – 1 балл 
• Есть пассив – 1 балл 

Максимальный 
балл 
10 

Оригинальность содержания/ изложения 
• Историю интересно читать – 2 балла 
• История не повторяет известные произведения школьной программы 
– 2 балла 
• Есть интрига в истории – 1 балл 
• Развязка необычна – 2 балла 

Максимальный 
балл 

7 

Связность и логичность текста 
• История логично продолжает предложенное начало – 2 балла 
• Есть средства связи – 2 балла 
• Присутствует событийная логичность – 1 балл 
• Используется 3 сложных прилагательных для описания  - 2 балла 

Максимальный 
балл 

7 

Языковая грамотность 
Максимум  
21 балл 

• Грамматика  
Правильно употребляет необходимые для решения коммуникативной задачи 
грамматические формы и конструкции. Правильно строит простые и 
сложные предложения.  
(1 ошибка – минус 1 балл) 

Максимальный 
балл 

9 

• Лексика 
Владеет лексическим запасом, обеспечивающим точное выражение мысли и 
отсутствие неоправданных повторов. Употребляет слова в их точном 
лексическом значении. Владеет различными средствами логической связи. 
Использует много прилагательных и наречий для создания ярких описаний 
событий.  
(1 ошибка – минус 1 балл) 

Максимальный 
балл 

9 

• Орфография 
Владеет орфографией и основными правилами пунктуации. 
(1 ошибка – минус 1 балл) 

Максимальный 
балл 
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